[A Long-Surviving Case of Unresectable Gall Bladder Carcinoma Treated with Gemcitabine-Based Chemotherapy].
We report a 5-year surviving patient with unresectable gall bladder carcinoma treated with gemcitabine(GEM)-based chemotherapy. A 64-year-old man was diagnosed with unresectable gall bladder carcinoma with peritoneal dissemination based on laparotomy findings. Two months later, he started to receive GEM chemotherapy. Twelve months after surgery, the patient chose to suspend GEM treatment. One year and 10 months later, multiple lung metastases appeared and GEM was restarted in combination with UFT. Although the primary lesion and lung metastases gradually progressed, the patient maintained a good quality of life. After 3 years and 2 months, chemotherapy was changed to GEM plus S-1 because of progressive disease. Five years and 2 months after surgery, his condition was complicated by a secondary pneumothorax, and the patient received home oxygen therapy. Five years and 8 months after surgery he died of respiratory distress caused by the progression of lung metastases. Even in the case of unresectable advanced gall bladder carcinoma, effective chemotherapy could improve quality of life and prolong survival.